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Star News

Road to a better life leads to Lopez to 
Mucho Loco

In 1996 at the age of 15, he departed Jalisco to 

make a life in the  

�/*4&%��4"4&3���*3�?234�+0#�7"3�"4�"�,&4$)51�'"$-
tory in Georgia. That  

lasted a year. Then he was a dishwasher in North 

Carolina. Then a  

waiter in Tennessee.  

 

Above: Juan Lopez is the face of Mucho Loco, but 
the business is a family operation. He owns it in 
partnership with his father and a cousin. 

by Britt Aamodt  

Special to the Star News  

In 1996 at the age of 15, he departed Jalisco to make 
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was a dishwasher in North Carolina. Then a waiter 

in Tennessee. 

  

{snippet instory} Not every waiter dreams of owning 
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Lopez didn’t always. 
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Lopez if he’d come and work for him. Why not, said 
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“I decided I didn’t want to drink. When I decided 

that, when I didn’t have the alcohol, I started to 
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http://erstarnews.com/
http://joliprint.zendesk.com/anonymous_requests/new?ticket%5Bsubject%5D=http%3A%2F%2Ferstarnews.com%2F2010%2F12%2F09%2Froad-to-a-better-life-leads-to-lopez-to-mucho-loco%2F
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him a call. 

  

Lopez had held onto the card all those years. He 
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looking at a property next to the closed Target. “I 
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 )"4�%*''&2&/4*"4&3�)*3�2&34"52"/4�'20.�'"34�'00%�
Mexican, says Lopez, are fresh ingredients. “We 

make everything fresh. We make fresh salsa with 

tomato, onion and cilantro. Only the tortilla chips 

7&�#59��#54�7&�'29�4)&.�)&2&�>�)&�3"93��
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rowed many of the recipes — enchiladas rancheras, 
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kitchen in Jalisco. 
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wondering at the neat ordering of events. “I think 
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